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i want to take this opportunity to uring the American people up 
to date oa the Cuban cr sis -- and to review the progress made thus 
far in fulfilling the understandings between Soviet Cuairman Ahrushchev 
and myself, as get forth in our letters of Cctober 27 and 28th. 

-» Chairman Khrushchev, it will pe recalled, agreed to remove 
irom Cuba all weapons systems capable of offensive use; to halt the 
further introduction of such weapons into Cuba; and to permit appropriate 
United Nations observation and supervision: to ensure the carrying out 
and continuation of these commitments. 

-~ We on our part agreed that -- once these adequate arrangements 
for verification had been established .- we would remove our naval 
quarantine and give assurances against an invasion οὐ Guba, 

The evidance to date indicates that all known offensive missile 
gites in Cuba have been dismantled >- the missiles and their associated 
2Quipment have been loaded on Soviet ships -- and our inspecticn δὲ gea 
of these departing ships has confirmed that the number of missiles 
reported by the Soviet Union ag having seen brought into Cuba (which 
cissely corvespcended to cur own iatormetion}) nag now been removed, 
ἴῃ addition, the Soviet Gr vernment has gtated that ail nuclear weapons 
have been withdrawn from Cupa, anid that no offensive weaponma will be 


S@introcuced. 


«δ. 
wurther:.uu2¢, Στ tacay τοσσνθο isflnite assurances /ror. 
Gaairr io snrashscacw that all of ths [L-23 sombera ποὺῦ in Juba will ce 
withdrawn vitnin 30 days. te al3o agrees that these oicnes can se soserved 
snd@ courctsd ag thay izave. lagsrouch as aig ses a ion ‘vay toward 
reducing the danger which iaced this ‘ier:ispere 4 weees ago, ¢ save this 
afternoon instructed the Secretary of Defense to Lif? our aaval quarantine. 
Nevertheless, important parts of the understanding of Cctober 27th 
and 23th still remaia to oe carried out. The Cuden Covernment has not yet 
permitted the United Nations to verify :shether all offensive weapons have 
deon removed; and no lasting safeguards have yet scen estavlished against 
the future introduction of cifensive weapona Sack into Cuba. 
Consequently, if the “Yestern iermisphers is to contiaue to 24 
arotected agains? offensive weapons, this Governroont u28 a0 cheice aut 
to pursue ite own means of checking oa military activitdes in Cuba. 
The importance οὐ our continued vizgllance is underlined ay cur identificatioa 
in renent days of a uumber of Soviet ground combas unita in Cuba -- 


Aitaourh we are informed that these aad other Sovi ὃ τὲς were associated 
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«3. 


i repeat that we would lize acthing better than adequate 
iniz rnational arrangements for the task of inspection aud verification 
in Cul; and we are prepared to contiaue our efforts to achieve such 
arrasi tats. Until that ie done, difficult problerns remain. 

As foz cur part - if sli cHensive weapons are remeved from 
Caba and kept aut of the hemisphere in the future, under adequate 
verificetion and safeguards and if Cuba 12 act used fer the export of 
aggressive Communist purposes -- there wili be peace im the Caribbean; 
and, asi ssid back in Septermber, “we shali nsither initiate aor permit 
aggression in this nemisphere. ” 

We will aot, οὗ course, s>ardos the political, «economic aad 
othsr efforts οὐ this Lewasphere to halt suoversion fram Cuba, sor 
our purposs and hope that the Cuban people snall someday de truly free. 
Aut these policies are very diff.rent from ΣῪ intent to launch a military 


invasion of the island. 


ose 


In short, the record of recent weeas shows real progress -- 
and we are hopeful that further progress can be made. The compiation 
ef the commitments oa 30th sides, and the achievement of a peacefui 
soiution to the Cuban crisis, might well oper the door to che sciution 
of other outstanding problems. 

May Il add thie final thought: In this week of Thanksgiving, thers 
is much for which we can 86 grateful, as we look back to where we 
stood only four weeke ago: the anity of this Hemisphers, the support 
ef our Allies, and the calm determination of the American people. These 
qualities may be tesied many more times in this decade -- but we 
have increased reason to be cuntidené: that thoss qualities will continue 


to serve che causa cf irseedom with distinction ia the years to come. 


